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Why a Social OPAC?

• Serendipity

• Stewardship

• Community footprint

• Adds value to existing record data

• Attracts users

• Improves the library experience



What is a Social OPAC?

• Web 2.0-like social software layer over the 
existing catalog

• Tags

• Ratings

• Reviews

• Comments



The front door



The hit list

Tags
No reviews yet

34 catalog 
card mark-ups



The item record

A subtle 
presence



The item record

Taken from opt-in 
reading history



Card catalog?

Add to your personal 
collection Deface the card



Personal card collection



Back to the tags



Catalog tags



Personal tag collections



Ratings & Reviews



Ratings & Reviews



Ratings & Reviews



Personal Review 
Management



Personal Review 
Management



Personal Review 
Management



Issues

• “The chicken or the egg”

• Authority

• Longevity

• Implications for future search interfaces



Thank-you!
www.blyberg.net/files

www.blyberg.net/card-generator
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